THE GREAT STATE

United Kingdom, or to the tea landed in the United
Kingdom, or to the wool imported into the United
Kingdom, is to describe a series of absurdly com-
plicated, and  wasteful operations  which  in  great
part are as economically useless as to set men to dig
holes and to fill them up again.    For example, Colo-
nial wool imported into Britain is chiefly used in
Yorkshire, but the greater part of it is childishly
landed, not at Hull or Goole, but in London, where
it is played pranks with by hosts of railway comra-
nies, carriers, warehousemen, brokers, auctioneers, etc.
After having been played with, and fro tanto raised
in price, it is gravely conveyed, again by competi-
tive railway companies and carriers, to the worsted
and woollen industries in Yorkshire.    But this is to
imagine no waste prior to the ridiculous landing
at a port hundreds of miles from the place where
the material is wanted.    When we remember that
in Australasia similar absurdities occur and similar
uneconomic   "livelihoods"   are  made   out   of   the
product by the wasted work of thousands, we have n
picture of waste from start to finish which gravely
reflects upon the competence of mankind.    There is,
of course, no need for such complications.    The
Great State of Australia could transmit its woo!
simply and surely to a wool-consuming land like the
United Kingdom; here the wool department of the
British Great State would obviously sec that the
wool was landed at the nearest port to its pi act!
of use.    Not a broker, not an agent, not an auo-
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